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Can food drive sets record

Just when everyone thought 
the amount of cans donated 
couldn’t get any higher, it did. This 
year, students donated more than 
113,000 cans.

The amount of cans Aquinas 
has raised and doubled twice in the 
last four years. This year it went 
from 60,000 to 113,000 cans. 

“I knew without a doubt we 
would be successful this year,” 
Executive President Emily Wheeler 
said. “I wasn’t expecting 113,000 
items, but when the students here 
are given a challenge, they go 
above and beyond to succeed.”

Classes encouraged students 
to go door-to-door to collect cans. 
Senior class president Brogan 
Moroney set out bags in neigh-
borhoods with dates for when he 
would come back to collect them. 

“I got anywhere from ten to 
15 thousand cans 
(by doing that),” 
Moroney said. 

Junior class 
officer Catherine 
Kluempers said 
that her class spent 
around $1000 with 
the money coming 
from t-shirt and 
sunglasses sales. 

The Aquinas 
food drive has cer-
tainly changed from 
when Aquinas first opened. 

“The food drive used to 
consist of filling two barrels in the 
commons, then filling the Olathe 
food pantry,” math teacher Brian 
Schenck said.

This year instead of trying to 
break the highest Aquinas record, 

Aquinas students had a better 
idea: break the national food drive 
record. 

 We didn’t want to lose the 
drive of the students, so we started 
researching different food drive re-

cords around the world,” Wheeler 
said. 

Through this research, they 
found the world record was at 
a high school in Spain with the 
donations weighing more than 
500,000 lbs.

 “We actually wanted to weigh 
the semi at a weigh station, and 
then weigh it with the cans inside 
it, but it was too late in the week 
to take care of that, and we had too 
many logistical problems to work 
out as it was,” Wheeler said. 

StuCo kept trying to find 
records, then came across an Indi-
ana high school with a little over 
100,000 items.

“To be honest, I didn’t expect 
to even get 60,000 cans this year, 
let alone 113,000,” Wheeler said. 

Along with breaking records, 
Aquinas students have been 
inspiring others in the community 
as well. 

“An Aldi’s manager told 
(senior) Rylee Shea while she was 
buying canned food that she saw 

our generation with “new hope” 
because of what Aquinas has 
done,” Wheeler said. “I don’t think 
the student body realizes what an 
inspiration they are to the people 
around them. They’re amazing.” 
g

MEGAN LUCAS
Features  Editor

The Aquinas food drive 
doubled once again, this 
time breaking the national 
record.

Maddie Weissand | The Medallion

Students bring in the cans they collected for StuCo and volunteer to count 
and sort.

Emily Seib | The Shield

Students were allowed to leave classes and help organize and carry the cans 
to the trucks during the week.

Maddie Weissand | The Medallion

The cans were stacked in the Commons during the Can Food Drive week. At 
the end of the week, over 113,00 cans were collected.

 Cans Collected by Class:

 Seniors: 64,911
 Juniors: 16,368
 Sophomores: 18,784
 Freshmen: 13,873
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Aquinas achieves Excellence

The math, English and sci-
ence departments received the 
distinction after outstanding 
test scores made Aquinas stand 
out against area high schools. 
Aquinas was the only Archdioc-
esan high schools who reached 
Standard of Excellence in all 
three cores subjects.  Bishop 
Miege met standard of excellence 
in reading while St. James Acad-
emy met standard of excellence 
in reading and math.

The science department 
received the Standard of Excel-
lence award for the first time this 
year. Department chairwoman 
Iris Flournoy believes additions 
to the science curriculum are one 
of the main reasons test scores 
improved this year. Specifically 
the addition of Earth and Space, 
a freshman course designed to 
help students who are not ready 
for Biology, helped students who 
need extra attention score better 
on the assessments.

This is not the first time 
Aquinas has reached the rec-

ognition in math and English. 
The math department, led by 
Chairwoman Cathryn Radiel has 
reached standard of excellence 
for multiple years in a row. Radi-
el said she believes the continual 
success of the department comes 
from the expectations set by the 
students and faculty at Aquinas.

“It is a blessing to teach at 
STA where students and faculty 
expect the best from each other,” 
Radiel said.

Radiel also said the constant 
success of the math assessment 
scores comes from the prepara-
tion done before the assess-
ment in taken during geom-
etry courses. Students take the 
Kansas math assessment during 
their geometry course, which 
is generally taken sophomore 
year. To prepare for the test 
specifically, geometry teachers 
will review Algebra topics as well 
as target specific vocabulary and 
techniques covered on the exam.

“As math teachers, we are 
aware of what the state expects 
students to know,” Radiel said. 
“We also build in lots of review 
so that students do not forget 
the math they learned.”

Another learning opportuni-
ty Radiel credits toward high test 
scores is the Enhanced Learning 
Opportunities (ELO) class dur-
ing seminar. ELO gives students 
who lack basic math skills the 

chance to earn extra help outside 
of their regular math classes. 
ELO allows all students to have 
the basic knowledge of math that 
will help them on the Kansas 
assessment.

Students who struggle 
need more practice and more 
help. Knowing the basics in 
Math, English and Science is 
more important today than ever 
before,” Radiel said. “I think it is 
awesome that Aquinas made the 
commitment to help all stu-
dents learn by creating the ELO 
classes.”

The English department also 
reached a Standard of Excel-
lence for outstanding assess-
ment scores last year as well. 
This marks the eleventh time 
the department has received the 
acclamation. The department has 
a 99.6 percent proficiency rate, 
meaning 99.6 of the senior class 
who took the reading assessment 
as juniors passed the test.

Department chair Sue 
Waters said the high scores are 
average over the last couple of 
years, but nevertheless still are 
extremely high.

“They (scores) are nearly 
amazing for this year,” Waters 
said.

Just like Radiel, Waters 
agrees that what is taught in class 
makes all the difference when 
students take the test.  g

CARA OLDENHUIS
Editor-in-Chief

Aquinas performed excep-
tionally well on the Kansas 
Assessments last year.

The Federal Drug Admin-
istration released a statement 
in April announcing the await-
ing shortage of Ritalin and 
Aderall due to “supply issues”. 

The shortage is affecting 
locations differently based on 
who receives the medication 
shipments.  The Kansas City 
Metro-
politan 
Area is 
cur-
rently 
expe-
rienc-
ing an 
empty 
stock 
of the 
medications due to the short-
age.

Ritalin and Aderall help 
students with Attention Defi-
cit Disorder, or ADD, and At-
tention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder, or ADHD, focus in 
and out of school, but recent 
shortages have left these stu-
dents struggling to cope with 
daily life and school without 
medication.

Students with Attention 
Deficit Disorder and Atten-
tion Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder have even more dif-

ficulty focusing than the aver-
age student. Charlie Lamont, 
Guided Studies teacher, 
suggests self-monitoring the 
behavior or focus issues and 
keeping track of work, specifi-
cally with the planner.

“Without medication, 
it’s imperative to really take 
ownership of the behavior,” 
Lamont said.

These medications help 
students with ADD and 
ADHD have the motivation 
and focus to stay on task and 
get their school work done. 
Lamont said that he can always 
tell when students have no 
medication in their system.

“They are very scattered, 
disorganized, agitated and have 
lots of movement,” Lamont 

said.
The 

medica-
tion and 
the disor-
der affect 
different 
students 
in differ-
ent ways. 

Some have no energy without 
the medication while others 
have too much energy.

“Without the medication 
I am more tired and it affects 
things outside of school. I 
have taken days off of work 
because I have no energy,” 
senior Kevin Dondlinger said.

For others, such as senior 
Brogan Moroney, the energy 
seems endless. 

“I have way too much 
energy to focus. I worked out 
before school just so I was 
tired and able to focus better,” 
Moroney said. g

Medicine shortage 
affects students

EMILY SEIB
Last Look Editor

Students with ADD and 
ADHD have trouble keep-
ing up with schoolwork 
due the shortage of Ritalin 
and Aderall.

“Without the medication I 
am more tired and it affects 
things outside of school.”

- Kevin Dondlinger
Senior
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ELIZABETH ROMME
Reporter
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As teenagers mature into 
adults, they begin to seek 
more independence.

“I get in trouble about 
detentions from 
uniform violations and 
bad grades.”

-Natalie Owens,
Junior

argument between him and his 
parents. 

“I might get in a fight with 
my mom once a month, but 
never with my dad,” Lawson said.
According to The University of 
Minnesota Extension, struggles 
between teens and their parents 
occur when one or more of the 
following have taken place: one 
person feels his or her beliefs, 
values, ways 
of living or 
territory are 
threatened, 
disagree-
ments about 
how to do 
something, 
there is not 
enough of 
something 
to satisfy everyone or communi-
cation has broken down. 

Junior Natalie Owens’ argu-
ments with her parents are not 
far from the usual. 

“I get in trouble from my 
parents about detentions from 
uniform violations and bad 
grades,” Owens said.  “I don’t 
really fight with my parents very 
much though.” 

It can be a hassle, for some 
more than others, to gain that 
independence that so many 
teenagers seek. 

 According to psychology-
today.com, recent discoveries 
that the human brain undergoes 
specific and dramatic devel-
opment during adolescence 
offer new explanations of teen 
behavior, mainly of their impul-
siveness. The mental capacity 
for decision-making, judgment 
and control is not mature until 
the age of 24. Contrary to some 
old explanations of conflict 
between parents and their teens, 
“raging hormones” are not a 
cause of arguments between 
teens and their parents.  

For junior Tommy Law-
son, grades and college, his 
curfew and being allowed to 
stay at other people’s houses 
are all common sparks for an 

All parents seem to have 
their own way of dealing with 
the disciplining of their children. 
What might be considered a huge 
offense in one house could seem 
miniscule in another. 

Lawson says being late 
for curfew or sleeping over at 
someone’s house when he’s not 
supposed to be are two things 
that can guarantee grounding. 

“I’m 
only 
grounded 
maybe once 
every three 
months,” 
Lawson said. 

Ow-
ens on the 
other hand 
finds herself 

grounded a little more often than 
Lawson. 

“I’m probably grounded two 
weekends out of the month. It 
seemed like I was grounded every 
weekend last year,” Owens said.  

When asked if she feels 
like her parents treat her age-
appropriately (gives her freedom) 
Owens said yes but her parents  
expect more from her. g

Teens and parents conflict

Earn college credit while in high school

“College Now classes gave me college credit at a
price lower than I’d pay at a larger university.” 

Liam, transferred 19 College Now credits to Kansas State University

College Now at Johnson County Community College is the only
nationally accredited concurrent program in Kansas.

See your school counselor for details or visit www.jccc.edu/collegenow

30 Seconds with Mr. Farnan
• 2011: 40th year teaching
• Favorite color: Green
• Advice to students: “Do every-
thing with your whole heart and 
use the gifts God gave you.” 
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To Write Love On Her Arms

“The vision is better endings. 
The vision is the restoration of broken families 

and broken relationships.  
The vision is people finding life, finding 

freedom, finding love. 
The vision is graduation, a Super Bowl, a 

wedding, a child, a sunrise.  
The vision is people becoming incredible 

parents, people breaking cycles, 
making change.

The vision is the possibility that your best 
days are ahead.  

The vision is the possibility that we're more 
loved than we'll ever know.  

The vision is hope, and hope is real.
You are not alone, and 

this is not the end of your story.”
-TWLOHA.com

The word “love”, written on the fore-
arms of peers and classmates on Nov. 
12, was more than a popular sketch, 
but a statement acknowledging those 
suffering from depression, self-harm, 

addiction and suicide. 
This unofficial day is sponsored by the non-profit 

organization To Write Love On Her Arms to encour-
age, inform and move all affected by these issues to 
find help.

TWLOHA began in 2006 
with a story titled “To Write 
Love On Her Arms” by the 
founder Jamie Tworkowski 
about his friend, a 19 year-old 
woman simply called Renee. 
Renee was depressed, used 
cocaine, self-harmed by carving 
self-loathing words into her left 
forearm and at one point at-
tempted suicide. But Renee was attempting to recover. 
Tworkowski began with the story and sold t-shirts to 
support his friend’s rehabilitation. But what came next 
shocked him.

“We learned quickly that the story we were telling 
represented people everywhere,” he posted on his web-
site.  “We began to hear from 
people in need of help and 
others asking what they could 
do to help their friends. We 
heard from people who had 
lost loved ones to suicide… 
It seemed we had stumbled 
upon a bigger story and a 
conversation that needed to 
be had.”

So the movement began and the vision was born, 
described online as a “project for broken people led by 
broken people”.

Bridget Dupin, a 2011 Saint Thomas Aquinas High 
School graduate, was one of the first and most vocal 
advocates for this group at Aquinas. Though in her se-
nior year it was discouraged to write “love” on arms in 
order to meet the dress code, her passion for the cause 
remained. Personally affected by TWLOHA, Dupin 
created her own community called “The ‘Be the Hero’ 
Project,” a project out to prove that anyone can be a 
hero in someone else’s life.

“Our words can either bring hope and life or hate 

“We heard from people who 
had lost loved ones to 
suicide… It seemed we had 
stumbled upon a bigger story 
and a conversation that needed 
to be had.”

- Jamie Tworkowski,
TWLOHA Founder

The anguish and heartache that accompany depression, self-harm, addiction and suicide is being brought to light by an awareness organization.

“Our words can either bring hope 
and life or hate and even death. The 
choice is ours. Every decision we 
make, never only affects just us. ”

- Bridget Dupin,
“Be the Hero” Founder

7
and even death. The choice is ours,” she said. “Every 
decision we make, never only affects just us. We were 
put here to love and be loved.”

Previously struggling with self-harm, depression 
and suicidal thoughts and actions, Dupin said she felt 
the need to make a difference in people’s lives in a posi-
tive way. She plans on speaking at different schools this 
summer.

“I see that now I can help others through this. I’ve 
been there and I never want someone to feel as low as I 

did. So, my life is dedicated to pre-
venting it,” she said.

Multitudes of people suffer from 
depression, according to the World 
Health Organization, 121 million 
people worldwide, with 18 million oc-
curring in the United States.

When one searches suicide-related 
topics on Google, the first result re-
cently became a suicide prevention ho-
tline rather than the Wikipedia entry 

on the act itself. Though many crisis hotlines are avail-
able, some in the area of psychology are considering the 
Internet as a new frontier in crisis counseling, citing the 
anonymity as a big plus. The website “ImAlive” allows 
such counseling. Public Health Social Worker Elana 
Sandler voiced the positives and negatives about it in an 

article on “Psychology Today.”
“Some people would never 

call a crisis hotline,” Sandler 
said. “The simple novelty of 
online chat might draw them in 
and get them help.”

This movement, chiefly 
TWLOHA, appeals particularly 
to youth because of its proxim-
ity. 

According to The National Institute of Mental 
Health, “untreated depression is the number one cause 
of suicide and suicide is the third leading cause of death 
among teenagers.” 

The NIMH also cites that thirty percent of teenag-
ers with depression develop a substance abuse problem, 
as they are often coupled together.

With so many ribbons, colors, days and minds 
dedicated to loved ones with illnesses and other spe-
cial causes close to the heart, it can become difficult to 
identify with the masses. But TWLOHA, each Nov. 12, 
offers a silent reminder of and to those who need help, 
whether seen or unseen. g

CAROLE TRICKEY
Centerspread Editor
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Aquinas highlights movies premiering in the winter

JACOB DOTTERWEICH
Sports Editor

The Christmas season brings 
new movies that are sure to 
please viewers nationwide. 

Starring: Robert Downey Jr. 
(Iron Man) and Jude Law

Storyline: “Sherlock Holmes 
and his sidekick Dr. Watson join 
forces to outwit and bring down 
their fiercest adversary, Profes-
sor Moriarty,” (Internet Movie 
Database).

Sequel to the 2009 film adapta-
tion of Sherlock Holmes

Release date: December 16
Starring: Robert Pattinson, Kris-
ten Stewart, and Taylor Lautner.

Storyline: “The Quileute and 
the Volturi close in on expecting 
parents Edward and Bella, whose 
unborn child poses different 
threats to the wolf pack and 
vampire coven,” (Internet Movie 
Database).

The fourth installment in the 
Twilight series.

Release date: November 18

Starring: Jason Segal (How I Met 
Your Mother) and Amy Adams

Story line: “With the help of 
three fans, The Muppets must 
reunite to save their old theater 
from a greedy oil tycoon,” (In-
ternet Movie Database).

The Muppets star in their own 
movie with cameo appearances 
by Neil Patrick Harris, Lady 
Gaga and many more.

Release date: November 23

Starring: Tom Cruise (Mission 
Impossible series, Top Gun)

Storyline: “The IMF is shut 
down when it’s implicated in the 
bombing of the Kremlin, causing 
Ethan Hunt and his new team to 
go rogue to clear their organiza-
tion’s name,” (Internet Movie 
Database).  

The fourth film in the Mission 
Impossible series.

Release date: December 21

Courtesy of Wikipedia 

Courtesy of Wikipedia 

Courtesy of Wikipedia 

Courtesy of Wikipedia 

Courtesy of Wikipedia 

Starring: Elijah Wood, Robin 
Williams and P!nk 

Storyline: “Mumble’s son, Erik, 
is struggling to realize his talents 
in the Emperor Penguin world. 
Meanwhile, Mumble and his 
family and friends discover a 
new threat to their home -- one 
that will take everyone working 
together to save them,” (Internet 
Movie Database)  

The sequel to the 2006 movie, 
Happy Feet. 

Release Date: November 18 

Starring: Justin Long, Matthew 
Gray Gubler and Jesse McCart-
ney

Storyline: “Playing around while 
aboard a cruise ship, the Chip-
munks and Chipettes acciden-
tally go overboard and end up 
marooned in a tropical paradise. 
They discover their new turf 
is not as deserted as it seems,” 
(Internet Movie Database). 

The third Alvin and the Chip-
munks movie.

Release Date: December 16 

Starring: Matt Damon, Scarlett 
Johansson and Thomas Haden 
Church

Storyline: “Set in Southern Cali-
fornia, a father moves his young 
family to the countryside to 
renovate and re-open a struggling 
zoo,” (Internet Movie Database). 

“The film is based on a memoir 
by Benjamin Mee about how the 
author and his family used their 
life savings to buy Dartmoor Zo-
ological Park, a dilapidated zoo, 
replete with 200 exotic animals 
facing destruction in the English 
countryside,” (Wikipedia). 

Release date: December 23Courtesy of Wikipedia 
Courtesy of Wikipedia 
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“Shadow” term not rude to eighth-grade guests

In this day in age Ameri-
cans are always worrying about 
being politically correct and 
not hurting anyone’s feelings; 
maybe we should drop it. 

Between the two alterna-
tives, “saint for a day” and 

“shadow”, the name “shadow” 
is the better term. It explains 
the program’s purpose which is 
for an eighth grader to experi-

ence the 
life of an 
Aquinas 
student 
by fol-
lowing 
one 
like a 
shadow. 
“Shad-
ow” is 
short 
and 

sweet while “saint for a day” 
is a dull phrase. Whenever a 
visitor comes into a classroom, 
students are thrilled a shadow 
is shadowing their class and say 
with enthusiasm, “We have a 
shadow!” This type of excite-
ment has never been expressed 
with the words “saint for a 

day”. 
Aquinas eliminated the term 

“shadow” because it implied the 
students visiting were not hu-
man, but 
nonliving 
shadows. 
Thus, 
the new 
name, 
saint for 
a day, 
was born. 
It show-
cases the 
student is 
at Aqui-
nas, but does not tell what the 
visitor is doing. Besides, eighth 
grade students who visit do not 
mind the nickname “shadow”. 

“I was called both, but I like 
shadow better because you are 
being a saint for a day, but you 
are basically following someone 
around the whole day. Plus, shad-
ow is easier to say,” Grace Schip-

pers, a Prince of Peace eighth 
grader who visited Aquinas, said.  

When I was an eighth grader 
looking at high schools this 
debate was not occurring. In 
my eighth grade mind, and even 
today, I didn’t see shadow as an 
offensive name. I enjoyed shad-
owing and did not mind being 
called a shadow because I felt like 
a high school student for a day. 

Aquinas is a Catholic school 
where students treat each other 
with respect as equal human be-
ings. In no way, shape, or form 
are students implying the visitor 
is unimportant. I would not sup-
port students calling the visitors 
“shadows” if the Aquinas body 
treated them like actual shadows. 
The faculty needs to realize the 
student bodies’ innocent inten-
tions and not worry so much 
about being politically correct. 

If “shadow” is such an of-
fensive term why do companies 
use it when a high school student 

looks at a job? Last summer I 
was interested in seeing what a 
physical therapist did so I asked 
if I could follow one around 
for a day. The hospital I went 
too called this “shadowing”. If 
professionals use this terminol-
ogy why is it a problem for high 
school students to use?           

Teachers such as social 
studies teacher Elizabeth 
Vrabac refuses to let students 
call the visitor “shadow” in her 
class.

“In reality that’s what they 
are (a saint for a day) because 
shadow is like there is no one 
there,” Vrabac said.  

If a person looks deep 
enough, they can always find 
something offensive in a word 
or phrase. The eighth graders 
do not mind the name so let’s 
just leave it as it is.  G 

The great debate between 
teachers and students con-
tinues on the topic of what 
to call the eighth graders 
who visit Aquinas. 

MADISON PETRACEK
Entertainment Editor

“I was called both, but I like 
shadow better. . . Plus, shad-
ow is easier to say.”

- Grace Schippers,
Prince of Peace eighth grader

Clocks upstairs would help students be on time

With the lack of clocks in the 
upstairs hallway, sophomores and 
juniors in the upstairs hallways at 
Saint Thomas Aquinas are put at 
a disadvantage when it comes to 

getting to class on time. 
They have to resort to other 

means to check the time, mainly 
checking their cell phones in 
their lockers. This causes a prob-
lem because using cell phones 
during school is against the rules. 
A simple solution that would 
solve both of these problems 
would be to put some form of 
time telling device in the upstairs 
hallways. 

The only problem would be 
expense, depending on the type 
of clock. For example, it would 
be expensive to install the same 
type of clock seen in the class-
rooms. Not to mention having to 
wire the clocks to the rest of the 
school would take time and even 
more money.

That’s why I believe that the 
upstairs hallways should get tele-
visions, similar to the downstairs 

hallways. They should be put 
above the doors to the balconies, 
so that everyone can easily see 
what time it is. Another place 
they could be is to be above or 
next to the Guidance Office or 
Campus Ministry.

According to Aquinas presi-
dent Dr. Ford, they wouldn’t be 
too expensive compared to the 
aforementioned clocks. It’s a vi-
able solution that allows students 
to know what time it is whenever 
they are upstairs, and it will keep 
them away from their phones 
during passing periods. 

Another advantage would be 
that students could see the an-
nouncements during all passing 
periods, not just when they are in 
the commons, or senior or fresh-
man hall. 

Even if it weren’t a televi-
sion, any kind of time telling 

device would be an improvement. 
Even if it were just a cheap 

clock on a nail it would still be 
better than nothing. Though, the 
problem would that might be 
keeping it on the same time as 
the rest of the clocks. But none-
theless it is better than nothing. 
Anything that gives the students 
the chance to know what time it 
is would be better than nothing.

If Aquinas was to put some 
form of clocks in the hallways, 
tardiness would possibly go 
down as students would know 
what time it was. Detentions for 
having a phone during school 
would most likely go down, since 
students wouldn’t have to resort 
to checking their phone during 
the passing periods. g

Tardies and detentions 
would decrease if students 
had a way to tell time in 
the upstairs hallway.

BEN GARTLAND
Reporter

Pros:

•  Less tardies
• TV Announcements       

visible in every part of 
the building

•  Less use of cell 
phones during pass-
ing periods

Cons:

• Expensive to            
install televison 
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   The Shield
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Overland Park, KS 66215
913-319-2460

mhallauer@stasaints.net

Mission Statement
 The Shield is a news-
paper sponsored by Saint 
Thomas Aquinas High School 
and produced by its students to 
provide information, entertain-
ment and open forum as well 
as a learning experience for the 
staff members. The goal of The 
Shield’s staff is to meet profes-
sional journalism standards. 
Staff members are responsible 
for the content of the newspa-
per and strive to report news 
accurately, objectively and 
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Herman Cain rises in the polls despite allegations

Over the past few months, 
Republican presidential can-
didates have battled it out in 
debates and straw polls across the 
nation. I would consider the cur-
rent front-runners to be Michelle 
Bachman, Herman Cain, and 
Mitt Romney. Cain, however, is 
the man for the job. Many voters 
do not want Cain to be elected 
because he has not had any politi-
cal experience, but maybe that is 
just what America needs. 

We need a president who 
has had a real job before, who 
knows how to work hard and 
own a business, and who can lead 
America to a better future eco-
nomically. A Washington Post 
and ABC News Poll showed that 
the President Barack Obama’s 

disapproval rating hit 54 percent 
at the beginning of November. A 
CBS News and New York Times 
poll showed even worse results 
for Congress, who received a 
90 percent disapproval rating. 
A democratic president and a 
republican congress do not mix 
well, resulting in disagreement 
and deadlock. Unlike his run-
ning mates, Cain has purposed 
a detailed tax plan that is simply 
called the 9-9-9 plan. It focuses 
on a nine percent business flat 
tax, nine percent individual flat 
tax, and the tax which affects 
Saint Thomas Aquinas students 
the most, a nine percent national 
sales tax. The national sales tax 
would replace the state sales 
tax and lower what you pay for 
everything. 

Cain is a large promoter for 
small businesses and realizes that 
they are what drive the economy, 
not the government. However, 
in recent weeks, Cain has been 
faced with allegations that could 
bring his campaign to an abrupt 
end. Women have accused Cain 
of sexually harassing them dur-
ing his time as the head of the 
National Restaurant Associa-
tion in the 1997. Cain has been 
accused by four separate women. 
However, only two women have 
come forth with their names. 
Only one told her story to the 
NBC’s Today Show, CNN’s 
Piers Morgan Tonight, CNN’s 

American Morning, and has more 
interviews planed. The accuser, 
Sharon Bialek, was a former 
National Restaurant Association 
educational foundation em-
ployee. On Nov. 8, Herman Cain 
held a press conference in which 
he clarified the accusations made 
against him. 

““My first response … was, 
‘I don’t even know who this 
woman is,’” said Cain.

Cain stated that he had never 
met the woman and has never 
had inappropriate relations with 
anyone. Although he has clearly 
explained himself and none of 
the women have any substantial 
evidence to support his claims, 
the media is still scrutinizing 
Cain. The fact that the public can 
judge a potential president based 
on allegations with no evidence is 
ridiculous. The people obviously 
agree because in the four days 
after the accusations surfaced, 
Cain’s campaign received $2 mil-
lion in donations.

“Over the last nine days, 
the voters have voted with their 
dollars and they are saying they 
don’t care about the character 
assassination,” said Cain.

People have resorted to 
unfair tactics in order to make 
sure a person cannot be elected. 
Although Bialek says she is a Re-
publican, she obviously does not 
want Cain to be the next Presi-
dent. One has to be supersti-

tious of these four women, two 
of whom have not gone public 
with their accusations. Not only 
do they not have proof, but it is 
interesting that they choose to 
tell their stories fourteen years 
after the harassments supposedly 
happened and during which Cain 
is running for the highest office 
of the land.

“The American people 
deserve better than someone 
being tried in the court of public 
opinion, based on unfounded ac-
cusations,” said Cain.

Herman Cain has had one 
of the most successful campaigns 
in history. He has risen quickly 
in the polls above Romney, Gin-
grich, and the other candidates. 
He has a firm plan, wants to 
repeal the Presidents destructive 
“Obamacare”, and knows how 
to run a business. The allega-
tions he has faced just prove to 
the American people that he will 
address problems and will not 
accept any nonsense. G

Herman Cain has risen in the 
polls and proven why he can 
be a productive President 
despite recent allegations.

MIKE ESTES
Reporter

Who is Herman Cain?

 Lives in Sandy Springs, 
GA

 Has recorded his own 
album of religious songs

 Hosted a radio show 
and written numerous 
books

 In 2004, Cain ran for 
Senator of Georgia

 Former Head of the 
National Restaurant As-
sociation

 Former CEO of Godfa-
ther’s Pizza

 Graduated from More-
house College with a 
bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics.

 Former Chauffeur for 
the Coca-Cola Co.
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 Volleyball coach 
to step down

BEN GARTLAND
Reporter

Brian Schenck’s resignation 
as volleyball coach led to an 
increased effort from the varsity 
volleyball team.

Emily Seib | The Shield

The varsity volleyball team gathers together after a time out is called at their last home tournament. The volleyball team 
will no longer be coached by Brian Schenck (far right), but will be taken over Kim Bogart and Sarah Cretors.

The 2011 Saint Thomas 
Aquinas volleyball season had 
a different feel to it after coach 
Brian Schenck announced that it 
was his last year as coach.

Schenck’s step down is due 
to his Multiple Sclerosis. Also 
known as MS, Multiple Sclerosis 
is a disease in which the body’s 
immune system eats away at 
the protective covering on the 
nerves. It interferes with the 
body’s ability to communicate 
effectively from the nerves to 
the brain. Cases can be so severe 
that it can cause patients to lose 
the ability to walk. 

On Oct. 15, before the 
last home match at the Aquinas 
tournament, Schenck an-
nounced that it would be his last 
year as coach. 

“The team was devastated,” 
varsity player and junior Katie 
Bartolac said. “There were lots 
of tears.” 

The announcement, which 
came just before the third place 
game against Blue Springs 
South, had an impact on the 
team going into the match.

“We went out and just 
couldn't do anything wrong,” 
Bartolac said.  “Blue Springs 
South is a pretty good team, 
but we went out there to play 
because it was both Schenck's 
and the seniors' last game on 
the Aquinas court. It was just 
awesome.”

After that, the work ethic 

changed, and the team became 
more driven than before. 

“It was way more intense 
because we realized that this 
was the seniors' last chance and 
Schenck's last chance,” senior 
and varsity co-captain Laynie 
Timmons said. “We were prac-
ticing at the highest level we 
had all season.”

While Schenck will con-
tinue to teach math and work 
with the student council, he 
said that he will miss volleyball.

“(Volleyball) was my 
favorite after-school activity,” 
Schenck said. “But it’s also the 
thing that wore me down the 
most.”

The team made the state 
tournament after winning its 
sixth straight sub-state tourna-
ment with a record of 30-8. 
Even though the team lost in 
the tournament, there were few 
regrets from the season.

“My only regret would be 
them all leaving, because we are 
more like a family when you 
are together almost every day 
from June to October,” Bar-
tolac said. “I am just glad I got 
the opportunity to play with 
this team and these coaches for 
the time I've had.”

It was announced at the 
team banquet that junior var-
sity coach Sarah Cretors will 
become the varsity assistant to 
Kim Bogart next year, and the 
team will have to rebuild after 
losing nine seniors. Accord-
ing to Bartolac, that shouldn’t 
make too much of a difference 
in the team’s performance.

“We will be rebuilding 
with only 3 returning players,” 
she said. “But I feel like every-
one will still have that heart 
and determination just like we 
did this year.”g
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Megan Lucas | The Shield

Junior Student Council members Baile Winslow and Taylor Ruisch 
count cans on the last day of CANdyland. The juniors placed second 
with 16,368 total cans even though the sophomores got more cans 
with a total of 18,784.

Emily Seib | The Shield

Seniors Anna Jenkins and Cameron Wiltse carry pork and beans cans 
to add to the growing senior pile on Friday Nov. 4. The seniors collected 
a total of 64,911 cans which is more than the whole school collected last 
year by over four thousand cans.

Emily Seib | The Shield

Sophomores Jenna Everist, Courtney O’Grady, and Mary Disidore move tomato sauce cans to add to the growing
pallet. The sophomores collected a total of 18,784 cans, placing third behind the juniors.

Maddie Weissend | The Medallion

Freshmen Emma McDonald and AJ Meyers transfer cans as part of the 
assembly line formed to move cans outside the commons to the waiting 
trucks. The freshmen collected a total of 13,873 cans which is the most 
cans a freshmen class has collected in school history.

Megan Lucas | The Shield

Junior Libby Reazin carries a bag of cans 
to donate to Catholic Charities. This year’s 
school total was 113,936 cans.
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